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Give It Up for ODOT
By Evan Kramer

I have to hand it to the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation on their handling
of the Rocky Creek landslide. They held
a press conference at the site where the
southbound lane had fallen off to the
seaward side of the hill on Tuesday Jan-
uary 3, at 10:00am. After letting the
television and print journalists take lots
of photos and Ray Cranston conducting
a brief interview the crew from LTM
Corporation rolled up their sleeves and
went back to work. The goal: reopen one
lane of Highway 101 two days later at
8:00am on Thursday, January 5. ODOT
paid LTM approximately $70,000 to get
the job completed and LTM worked
around the clock and the mission was
accomplished.

One lane of Highway 101 reopened and
allowed traffic to again move north and
south, alternating between northbound
and southbound traffic. The one lane
area will be operated with flaggers 24
hours a day, seven days a week. The
average delay has been three minutes or
less.

On Sunday Honeybear and I drove down
to try out the dip, as the road at the Rocky
Creek fill has been lowered by 15 feet
and we had very little wait going south-

bound and northbound. The temporary
road had a nice bed of asphalt on it and
was wide enough not to feel like you
were at the edge.

ODOT officials made a commitment to
the people of the south coast and the
trucking industry to get Highway 101
open by Thursday morning and they hon-
ored that and are to be commended. The
next step is working on a more perma-
nent two lane fix. ODOT has committed
to getting that done by spring break of
this year with the least disruption possi-
ble.

Jared Castle and Lee Sparks from ODOT
stopped in on Tuesday on their way to
city hall to talk about the fix. Currently a
contractor is drilling for core samples of
the fill to determine what it is composed
of and the condition. If ODOT has to
remove all of the fill where the highway
slid they would have to remove 50,000
cubic yards of material which equals a 28
mile long stretch of 10 yard dump trucks.
Then, to put that much fill back would
require another 28 mile stretch of 10 yard
dump trucks. The culvert that Rocky
Creek flows through under the fill has
failed and needs replacing. Castle said he
expected ODOT to make an announce-
ment in February regarding the long term
fix for the Rocky Creek slide.

ODOT has made it a point to get the word
out that Highway 101 would be reopen
on Thursday morning which is why they
held the Tuesday and Thursday morning
press conferences. They got the word out
in the bigger papers like the Oregonian
and Eugene Register-Guard. They also
had reader boards on Highway 101 north
of Port Orford and on Interstate 5 on
Thursday notifying the motoring public
that 101 south of Port Orford was OPEN.
ODOT officials estimated in one of their
press releases that the economic impact
to this region from a Highway 101 clo-
sure at $500,000 per day “based on in-
creased travel times and transportation
costs.”

There are several other trouble spots
south of Milepost 303 where Rocky Creek
is located including the Rocky Point
parking area which has seen some slough-
ing off and south of there where the
highway is dropping and needed an as-
phalt fix on Monday by ODOT crews.

ODOT has a couple of ways for the
public to find out the current road condi-
tions and, the way things are going, they
will no doubt change. Road condition
information is available online at
www.Tripcheck.com or by calling 511
or 1-800-977-ODOT (6368). California

Despite the exciting
Storm Watch Weather

Highway 101 is

for business!



Excel Accounting Services
Lyndell Hauschildt, L.T.C.

94120 Moore St.
P.O. Box 123

Gold Beach, OR 97444
(541) 247-6560

Fax (541) 247-3442

SOUTHPORT
FOREST PRODUCTS

Buying delivered conifer
small saw log sort
& conifer pulp logs

Forrest Flowers
Log Buyer

541-266-0903
541-266-0824 fax
Cel. 541-297-5482
Home 541-332-4385

Jarboe’s
Tractor Service
CAT 216 Skid Steer

CCB # 151608  Bonded & Insured

Brush Hog “Mower”
4x1 Bucket  Root Grappler
Backhoe  Tracks  Grading

(541) 297-6525
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highway conditions are available at 916-
445-7623 or online at www.dot.ca.gov.

Garrison Coastal Lagoon Outlet
Opened

Oregon State Parks and Recreation De-
partment hired contractor Joe Marsh and
crew to re-open the Garrison lake/lagoon
outlet last Thursday and they were suc-
cessful but so far the water level has not
receded very far. State Parks Manager
Frank Eckley told us that Marsh and
crew worked on the opening on Thurs-
day and finished their work on Friday.
On Monday he estimated the lake had
dropped one foot but all night Monday
and into Tuesday it has been raining.
Eckley said he was very “impressed”
with their work and that the beach really
looks good thanks to the sand build up at
Agate Beach. He was also impressed
with the flow volume through the outlet.

For the time being Twelfth Street at the
boat ramp and Arizona Street between
Madrona and Geer Circle remain closed
because of high waters.

Police Report
By Chief Mark Creighton

01-04 Police responded to Hamlet in
Port Orford regarding a dog at large.
Police determined the dog’s owners were
not home, and animal control could not
respond to seize the dog because of the
slide at Rocky Point. When the officer
started to leave the area an additional dog
walked up to the officer in the middle of
the street, obviously to turn his owner in
for permitting him to also run at large.
Both owners were later contacted, coun-
seled, and given warnings for permitting
their dogs to run at large. Remember: It’s
not the dog’s fault for being out of the
yard. They can’t read.

01-04 Police were contacted by Gayle
Wilcox regarding a male subject walking
on Highway 101down the center of the
road acting unusual. When police ar-
rived, Fire Chief Gayle Wilcox and As-
sistant Fire Chief Wade Phillips were
both on scene holding the male subject
up. The Officer used the police vehicle
for a place for the subject to sit while he
received a medical evaluation. An ambu-
lance was contacted and the subject was

transported to the hospital for immediate
medical assistance. Upon interviewing
several people, police determined the
male subject had been flagging at Battle
Rock. He began to act strange by waving
the flag, and walking down the center
line on the highway. Several people
stopped, yelled at the man and threat-
ened to turn him in to ODOT. One person
took photos of him to send to ODOT as
evidence. Thanks to the fast actions of
Gayle Wilcox and Wade Phillips the
man’s life was probably saved. Thank
both of you for living in our community.
NOTE: if you’re driving along and see
someone acting unusual you might just
save their life by calling 911.

01-05 Police received information from
a mother that her daughter had been
talking to a male subject (Age 17) in New
Hampshire via the internet. After they
got acquainted over some time, the 16
year old female was contacted via the
internet by the subject’s friends who told
her that her friend had died, and they
wanted her to have her mother fly her to
another state so they could take her to the



Howard S. Lichtig
Attorney at Law

Board Certified–Consumer
Bankruptcy Law–American

Board of Certification
Bankruptcy

Injuries / Accidents
Criminal Defense

Probate / Conservators
332 - 6060

Hwy 101 (264A W. 6th St.) Port Orford, OR
Congress has determined that all attorneys
who do bankruptcies are debt relief agencies.
I help people file for bankruptcy relief under the
Bankruptcy Code. Sec. 11 USC § 528.

Savoy Theatre
811 Hwy 101, Port Orford, OR

Showtimes: 541-332-FILM (332-3456)
Office: 541-332-3105

KING KONG
Rated PG  187 Minutes  Starring Jack Black, Naomi Watts

FRIDAY .................................................. 7 pm
SATURDAY-SUNDAY ................ 3 & 7 pm
MONDAY-THURSDAY ........................ 7 pm

NOTE: The furnace is being repaired and the theater is chilly.
Please dress warmly and/or bring a blanket.

Police Report
Continued from Prior Page

Town Hall Workshop
The City of Port Orford is holding a
series of workshop meetings on whether
or not to update the City’s Comprehen-
sive Plan. The first workshop will be
held on Tuesday, January 31, from 7:00-
9:00pm at City Hall. The meeting will be
a discussion of our changing economy
and current plans. The public is invited
and encouraged to attend this and the
following two meetings.

As part of the process a survey for the
citizens of Port Orford was included in
the current water and sewer bill which
was mailed in an envelope rather than a
postcard. If you live in the City but do not
pay a water and sewer bill you can get
one of the survey forms at Port Orford
City Hall or at the Downtown Fun Zone.
It is requested that the surveys be com-
pleted and back to City Hall no later than
February 17.

funeral. Police contacted a New Hamp-
shire Police Department where the sub-
ject was supposed to be living, and no
one with that name existed. NOTE: Port
Orford Police are coordinating with the
New Hampshire Police Department to
identify the person or person’s involved
in this suspicious act. That Police De-
partment has reported several similar
cases and is assisting our agency with an
investigation. If anyone knows of any
similar contacts via the internet with
children, please report it to the Port Or-
ford Police Department at 332-9013. If
you reside in the county contact the Sher-
iff’s Office at 1-800-543-8471.

01-06 Police responded to Washington
and Sixth Street on a report that a vehicle
stopped momentarily, two possible gun-
shots were heard, the rear passengers
window shattered, and a male subject
dove out the back door, and walked away
as the vehicle sped away. The subject
appeared to be injured. Police investi-
gated the incident and determined no
gunshots were fired. The male subject
had broken out the window and exited
the vehicle on his own. Police were not

able to locate the male who had a re-
straining order not to contact the female
driver in the vehicle he jumped from.

01-06 the male from the previous call
came to the police department with a
female to turn himself in. He appeared to
be injured from the fall, and an ambu-
lance was called to the police depart-
ment. The accompanying female became
disruptive, and was detained. Ambulance
personnel arrived and transported the
male to the hospital for his injuries. The
female was released to a relative pending
a report to the Curry County District
Attorney for review for Disorderly Con-
duct, and other additional charges. A
report will also be sent to the District
Attorney for review for violation of a
restraining order by the male subject
who was transported to the hospital.

01-06 police responded to a residence on
Oregon Street for a residential burglary.
The residence was unlawfully entered
and an undisclosed amount of property
was taken. The case is currently under
investigation.

01-07 Police assisted Port Orford Rural
Fire at Geer Circle on a possible fire. It
was determined the home owner acci-

dentally spilled water on an exposed
electrical wire. No further action taken.

01-08 A report was received from Geer
Circle of a vicious dog attacking a home
owner. The case is under investigation.



SIXES RIVER LAND COMPANY
For property on the Southern Oregon Coast, stop-by, call or visit us on the web at:

www.SixesRiverLandCompany.com
See these Great Deals on the web!

Call for an appointment

Our Staff:
Jennifer Bastian, Broker
Howard Bach, Broker
Eric Oberbeck, Broker
Anthony Pagano, Broker
Sherrill Ellis, Broker
Marilyn Oberbeck,
Principal Broker

Highway 101
(across from Battle Rock Park)
Port Orford, OR 97465

541-332-8400
Toll Free: 1-888-291-8275

Price Lower!
Port Orford/Thirteenth Street,
Two Bedroom, 1 Bath Beach Get-A-Way
Great Beach Getaway! This two bedroom, 1 bath home is located on a quiet street
just a few blocks from Agate Beach State Park. This home has a new roof and sits
on a 60 foot by 100 foot lot with all city services. The lot is nicely landscaped and
has some fruit trees and a detached storage shed. The home has a woodburning
stove, wood paneling and a ceiling fan. This home would make either a great starter
home, second home or rental and is priced to sell at $152,000 #347

We are now proud members of NAR and RMLS

Beginning this month, we are offering free
Pest and Dry Rot Inspections

to Sellers who list their homes with us. Call us for details!

City Openings
There is one opening on the Budget
Committee and two on the Parks Com-
mission. This is an opportunity to con-
tribute to your community by volunteer-
ing to serve on a committee. Letters of
interest in serving should be mailed or
brought to City Hall, PO Box 310, 555
W. 20th, Port Orford, OR 97465, ATTN:
Mayor Auborn, or e-mail to bev@
portorford.org.

Letter to the Editor,
This letter responds to Werner Buehler’s
recent “Dear Member” letter in the Ru-
ralite. It concerns CCEC’s responsibility
for control of noxious weeds-particular-
ly Gorse – in its right-of-way.

Our organization has regularly gathered
as a voluntary effort annually in the spring
as “Gorse Busters,” to control Gorse
throughout the watershed. We have
worked in cooperation with the South
Coast Watershed Council. Because of
these efforts, this watershed is relatively
free of Gorse infestation.

Gorse is an exotic, noxious weed, recog-
nized by the Oregon Department of Ag-
riculture as one of the prime weed spe-
cies affecting the Oregon landscape. It is
especially aggressive in the CCEC right-
of-way – a prime avenue for Gorse inva-
sion into new areas.

CCEC’s past efforts to keep the infesta-
tion from progressing have fallen into

neglect under your administration – as is
obvious in the right-of-way corridor from
Elk Creek to Crystal Creek along High-
way 101. Accordingly, we request the
following:

1. Designate appropriate staff to at-
tend the Curry County Weed Advi-
sory Board’s “stakeholder meeting,”
January 11 at the Sixes Grange from
6:30-8:00pm for further informa-
tion regarding Gorse and sugges-
tions for CCEC’s role in its control.

2. Promptly direct appropriate staff to
devote resources this year to con-
trol the advance of Gorse in the
CCEC right-of-way between Elk
River and Crystal Creek Road this
year.

3. Seek funding from the Oregon State
Weed Board to support a permanent
program for control of Gorse in
those CCEC areas where control is
still feasible, such as the right-of-
way discussed above.

4. Include in the CCEC’s annual bud-
get a regular line-item allocation of
funds to control state-recognized
invasive plant species within
CCEC’s rights-of-way.

If CCEC fails to address this problem, as
a legal matter it will be in direct violation
of Oregon state policy.

Sincerely,

David E. Pesonen
Chair, Sixes River Alliance



Campbell Realty
324 6th Street, P.O. Box 1469

Port Orford, Oregon 97465

541-332-9109    1-800-808-4663
Fax: 541-332-9309

E-mail: campbell@harborside.com
www.campbellrealtywestcoast.com

After Hours Please Call:
Esther Winters ................................... 541-332-2021
Toby Dillingham ................................. 541-332-6661
Pat Campbell ..................................... 541-332-2745
Betsy Bures ....................................... 541-332-7815
Jodi Bulaich ....................................... 541-332-0723
Jim Campbell, Principal Broker .......... 541-332-2745

Happy Birthday Martin!
By Paula Cracas

“Darker yet may be the night, harder yet
may be the fight. Just stand up for that
which is right.” - Martin Luther King –
Chicago 1967

Yes, that’s right. Martin Luther King’s
birthday is just around the corner and the
Port Orford Love Monkeys for Peace are
going to have a party. And the best part
is that you are invited to join us. We will
don our party hats and wave our balloons
on Monday, January 16 at 4:pm where
Washington Street meets Highway 101.
Martin Luther King had a dream and the
Port Orford Love Monkeys for Peace
have a dream also. In our dream the war
in Iraq is over and our soldiers have
come home. When our dream comes
true, then we really will have a celebra-
tion. In the meantime, let’s gather to
honor a great man…Martin Luther King.

New Electric Meters
Late last year, Coos-Curry Electric Co-
operative selected approximately 200
members living in the Gold Beach area to
participate in a project designed to test
the effectiveness of a new, automated
meter reading (AMR) technology.

“We are excited about this pilot project
and the whole AMR technology,” said
Werner Buehler, General Manager/CEO
of the cooperative. “The last couple of
years have been full of changes for CCEC.
We’ve worked hard to manage local and
regional challenges that are part of an
ever-evolving electric utility and to con-
trol the costs that are associated with
those changes. This project fits well with
our desire to improve service and ex-
plore more cost-effective ways of doing
business to improve our financial bot-
tom-line on behalf of the entire member-
ship.”

The pilot project crews have replaced
approximately 170 meters served out of
the Geisel substation with the new elec-
tronic meters. The majority of the meters
replaced are in the area of Lobster Creek
up to Mahe with others strategically
placed along the remaining lines. Part of
the installation work includes making
changes to the communications system
at the Geisel substation, which serves
that area. Once the new meters are in-
stalled and substation work is complet-
ed, the technology will provide a com-
munications infrastructure to transmit
data and give CCEC the ability to read
meters and monitor outages and voltage
levels more effectively from remote lo-
cations. Monitoring outages becomes
even more important during winter storms
like those experienced the past couple of
weeks. With AMR also comes the ability
to reduce the cost of fuel and other costs
associated with monthly meter reading
activities and allow CCEC to better uti-
lize its labor resources.

Members will receive more accurate bill-
ings for a number of reasons. First, the

AMR meters record electric consump-
tion with 100% accuracy, unlike tradi-
tional meters that may have been in place
for many years. In addition, with the new
AMR meters, electric bills will be based
on exact readings instead of estimates –
every month. And, those with the updat-
ed meters will have daily consumption
records that will help them manage their
own energy loads.

“We decided to do a pilot project as a
way of gaining experience with the new
equipment and technology and, more
importantly, to use the results of the pilot
program to test our assumptions with
regard to the costs and benefits we have
projected for the entire program,” Bue-
hler indicated. The costs for a system-
wide installation are expected to be $5.3
million with a payback in 51/2 years and
an overall 10-year savings of approxi-
mately $11 million. “If the pilot project
meets our expectations, we will continue
to install the new technology throughout
the entire CCEC service territory.”

Training for the employees assigned to
the AMR program is being conducted in
the field at the same time the new meters
are being installed and focuses on elec-
trical safety as well as the AMR technol-

ogy. During this training period, mem-
bers should expect to see more employ-
ees than normal in the field as CCEC
prepares them for the pilot project phase
and to continue on to the next stage of the
AMR program if the pilot project results
are as expected.



Hospital vs Road Closures
Curry General Hospital in Gold Beach
worked with the American Red Cross

Where the Buffalo Roamed
The Point Orford Heritage Society is
pleased to sponsor an Oregon Chautau-
qua program by Dennis L. Jenkins of the
University of Oregon Museum of Natu-
ral History entitled Where the Buffalo
and the Camel Roamed: Oregon’s Earli-
est High Desert Occupants. This free,
public program will take place on Sun-
day, January 22, at 2:00pm at the Port
Orford Christian Center, 915 Washing-
ton Street, Port Orford.

Dennis Jenkins draws on his years of
experience with over fifty archaeologi-
cal investigations in central Oregon to
illuminate the questions surrounding the
earliest occupants of the High Desert
region.

In the 1930s, Luther Cressman’s excava-
tions in Fort Rock Cave, Catlow Cave,
and the Paisley Caves lead him to postu-
late that people may have lived there as
early as the Late Pleistocene era.

Unfortunately, few other researchers ac-
cepted his excavation results or interpre-
tations. Later work at the Fort Rock and
Connley Caves by Stephen Bedwell sug-
gested that they were occupied 12,000
years ago, but the tantalizing question
remained whether the archaeological data
supported an even earlier date for human
occupation.

For the past three years Dennis Jenkins
has directed reinvestigation efforts at the
Connley and Paisley Caves. He discuss-

es the process and results of his investi-
gations, bringing audiences the most up-
to-date information about the two oldest
known sites in Oregon.

Mr. Jenkins’s program is made possible
by funding from the Oregon Council for
the Humanities, an independent, non-
profit affiliate of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. OCH is dedi-
cated to providing opportunities for life-
long learning in communities through-
out Oregon. For more information about
OCH or Oregon Chautauqua, please call
Carol E. Hickman at (503) 241-0543.

This special program is offered as part of
the Point Orford Heritage Society’s lec-
ture program to the local community
(www.portorfordlifeboatstation.org).
The mission of the Society is to preserve,
protect and provide public education on
the rich historical legacy of the Port
Orford area through the operation of the
Port Orford Lifeboat Station maritime
museum and interpretive center, quarter-
ly newsletters, a lecture series and spe-
cial events. For more information con-
tact the Society’s president, Barbara
Breuer, at (541) 332-1502. The Cast-
away By-the-Sea Motel (http://cast
awaybythesea.com/) is a co-sponsor for
this event and will provide lodging for
Chautauqua scholar Dennis Jenkins.

and a Eugene medical laboratory last
week to make sure that urgent blood
supplies and patient samples got where
they needed to go – on time.

Kathy Furman, the hospital’s medical
lab director, said the road closure at
Rocky Point south of Port Orford posed
at least three problems.

First, she said, the hospital customarily
gets its supply of blood from Bay Area
Hospital in Coos Bay via the American
Red Cross out of Portland. With High-
way 101 closed, the Red Cross arranged
to deliver supplies to the hospital from
Rogue Valley Medical Center in Med-
ford, Furman explained. She added that
Curry General orders up to four liters a
week.

Secondly, with the highway closed, the
hospital was not able to send specialty
tests to its Eugene laboratory. Tests such
as hepatitis and some viral and bacterial
cultures customarily are couriered to the
Oregon Medical Laboratory (OML).
“OML contracted with a courier from
Brookings to pick up our samples and fly
them to Eugene,” Furman said.

Thirdly, the hospital was unable to re-
ceive blood samples from Curry Family
Medical in Port Orford, for testing at the
hospital lab. Furman said an OML cou-
rier took those samples north to Eugene,
instead.

“The storm posed a lot of challenges,”
Furman said. “We always depend on
going north instead of south for our test-
ing and supplies. So it was great to devel-
op contingencies.”

Additionally, the highway closure pre-
vented Curry Family Medical physician,
Tom Pitchford, M.D., from traveling to
his office, Tuesday, Jan. 3. The clinic’s
Sandra Johnson, F.N.P., however, was
able to slip through the detour route over
China Mountain before the detour also
was closed. Unable to drive home, she
spent the night in a Port Orford motel and
saw patients throughout the closure.



Celebrate the Winners
Honor the Volunteers

Choice of Roast Pork or Fresh Fish
Complimentary Beer/Wine

$18 single/$35 couple - Ticket Deadline Jan. 18th
Tickets available at Visitors Center, Port & Starboard or Dock Tackle.

Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Banquet

Saturday, January 21, 2006 
American Legion Bldg. - 6:30 to 8 pm

• Business of Year

• Organization of Year

• Volunteer of Year

• Special Achievment 

• Lifetime Achievment 

and more.

Functional Art Works!
As chairperson for this year’s Functional
Art Works Events, I often get asked how
a silent auction works.

Let me explain: From June 23-29 the
Functional Art will be showcased at the
Triangle Square Gallery. Come to the
gallery and enjoy all the wonderful piec-
es on display. If you see a piece that you
would like to bid on just use the “bid
card” attached to a piece and write your
name and bid amount in the space pro-
vided. Keep an eye on your selection
during the week because you may not be
the only person bidding. On June 30 all
the art will be moved to the community
building for the main event to be held on
July 1. Come and join us for a wonderful
afternoon of art, snacks, the crazy, zany
lampshade contest and your last chance
to bid on your desire piece. Bidding will
close in the late afternoon and the highest
bidders will be announced. Any ques-
tions? Call Wendy at 332-9082.

Letter to the Editor,
The Port Orford Rural Fire Protection
district formed many years ago to give a
large Rural Area from Hubbard’s Creek
south of Port Orford to Hensley Hill,
Knapp Road, North Garrison Lake, and
Elk River Road to the Oregon State Fish
Hatchery structure fire protection. The
early fire board members saw the need to
establish an extensive fire station on the
Elk River strategically located for
emergency response time.

The fire district has since then achieved
many pieces of apparatus for mobile water
carrying fire safety equipment. This
equipment was made available through
many hours of work by our volunteer
firemen and Fire Chief George Gehrke
and others past.

Now comes the new idea of completely
stripping the new Elk River Station
leaving not one piece of fire fighting

equipment able to respond out of the Elk
River hall.

I will not finger point, my only goal is as
follows to try and persuade the Rural
Fire District board a serious mistake of
judgment has been made. A large sum of
tax dollars is saved and available for
improvement purchasing. If it’s “really’
necessary to abandon our surplus military
5000 gallon mobile water supply truck
then perhaps we the district need to look
at priorities and purchase a mobile water
supply/pumper rather than the latest
proposal.  Shutting down Elk River
Station after over $100,000 in structures
are placed there is a very “bad” decision.
Yes I can answer how to improve this if
asked!

Brice Wagner
20 years PORFD Fire Fighter,

Many years on the Rural Fire Board

[Brice is one of the original founders of
the Port Orford Rural Fire District. –
Editor]



Sea Breeze
Florist

World Wide Wire Service
(541) 332-0445 Shop 311 6th St.
888-484-2234 (toll free) Port Orford

“Earth laughs in
flowers.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

WILD WIND CAFE & BAKERY
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

Serving Breakfast until 2 p.m. 7 days a week

Quality coffee by the pound
Fresh Baked Goods - Internet Access - Expresso

Hours: Mon-Thur 6 a.m.-2 p.m.  Fri-Sat 6 a.m.-8 p.m.  Sun 6 a.m.-5 p.m.

Now Serving homemade Mexican Food
 Chili Colorado
 Chili Relleno
 Chili Verde

 More items coming soon!

832 Oregon St. Hwy 101  (541) 332-0534

Phone & Fax 541-347-4482 email: hollywoodsmiles@mindspring.com

175 2nd St., Bandon, OR 97411

Art Supplies  Custom and precut frames
Paintings, Prints, Sculpture & Gifts
Calligraphy  Sumi  Stamping
Specialty paper  Books

J. Daniel Castaldi: Proprietor
Susan C. D’Amico: Artist in Residence

TRAILBLAZER

Trees: topping, limbing, removal &
thinning
Clearing: driveways, fencelines,
propertylines
Trails to streams, ocean, along
riverbanks and propertylines, Brush
burnings
Firetrails

References available  Phone: 332-0907

HIV Testing Day
The Curry County Health Department is
holding an HIV Testing Day in the coun-
ty on Friday, January 27 at the three
health department locations. The HIV
testing in Port Orford will be from noon
– 2:00pm at the Health Department at
1403 N. Oregon Street. The test is anon-
ymous, free and no needles. Take the test
and take control. For more information
contact Sherry Cleghorn, Curry County
Health Department, at 541-247-3300 or
Mary Murphy at the HIV Resource Cen-
ter, 1-877-440-2761.

Port Orford Library News
by Tobe Porter

The number of donations made in De-
cember to the Library Foundation for
new library construction is astounding,
and humbling, to me. We received dona-
tions from $15.00 to $50,000, putting us
over the $1.3 million mark. We can be-
gin to more than imagine our new li-
brary; we can look for construction to
start in early summer! If you would like
to get a start on your tax-deductible do-
nations, feel free to match any amount
from $15.00 to $50,000—every penny
makes a big difference. Thank you gen-
erous community!

The Friends of the Port Orford Library
elected new officers. They are: Pat Rhoad-
es, President; Ann Voltin, Vice-Presi-
dent; Midge Hayes, Secretary; and
Paulianne Balch-Rancourt, Treasurer.
These officers will steer this hard work-
ing group through two book sales and the
annual Christmas Bazaar. The Friends
meet the first Tuesday of every month
(except July and August) at 10:30am in
the City Council Chambers. Dues are
just $5.00 a year.

This month’s family story time is Ala-
cazam! with the zany Liberry Pie readers
at 6:30pm, and don’t forget our weekly
story time for the younger set (birth to 5

years) every Wednesday at 10:30am. On
Saturday, January 28, we are co-spon-
soring a delightful Chatauqua program
with Langlois Public Library: The
Witch’s Garden, the hidden meaning of
fairy tales. The program will take place at
2:00pm at Langlois Library.



Prudential
Experience the benefits of listing your Real Estate with Prudential
Seaboard Properties. A FULL SERVICE Real Estate Firm that offers:

5% Commission Fee
Exposure in major Real Estate Guides
Exposure on 2 Multiple Listing Services
On-line VIRTUAL TOUR of your property
Professional Signage      Professional Service      Results

Seaboard Properties

Call GEORGE FOULK today
to ask about our new Port Orford office, coming soon.
541-347-9411 or 541-404-6903
george@pspre.com

Norma Morrow
Broker

(541) 332-1130

All Oregon - ongoing from 01-12

BREUER CONSTRUCTION  LLC
Since 1964

Residential & Commercial Construction
Computer drafting service

Quality, Integrity,  and Reliability
Bonded and Insured-CCB111694

Ask for Rudi or Ty
541-332-1502

e-mail rubarb@harborside.com
www.breuerconstruction.com

In Bloom…
Primrose &

Pansies
At

God’s Green Earth
Nursery

551 19th Street, Port Orford
541-332-0880

Contest Ends In Tie
by Jay Stoler

It can truly be said that Port Orford has
never lost the Holiday Lights Challenge
with neighbor Gold Beach. We won last
year and this years contest has been called
a tie. Gold Beach will display the win-
ner’s plaque for the first half of the year
and Port Orford for the second half of the
year. Thanks again to the many business-
es and residents who really worked hard
to light up the town.

The Port Orford and North Curry Cham-
ber Annual Award ballots have been sent
to members and the winners will be an-
nounced on Saturday, January 21, 2006
at the American Legion building during
the Awards Banquet.

The nominees are: 1. Business of the
Year ; Port and Starboard, ‘Neath the
Wind Realty and the Downtown Fun
Zone. 2. Organization of the Year; Arts

Codes Enforcement Officer
by Mark Creighton

John Fink has been hired by The City of
Port Orford as the new Codes Enforce-
ment Officer. John has been working
with the police department in a reserve
officer capacity since August of this year,
and is filling the position left vacant
several months ago when Deneen Kah-
man resigned to move back to Reno
Nevada. John will working 15 hours a
week in his capacity as Codes Enforce-
ment Officer and will additionally main-
tain his reserve status as a community
volunteer. John is a good asset to this
community and we welcome him aboard.

Council, Rotary, and the PO Library. 3.
Volunteer of the Year; Stacy Romlee,
Brenda Fanning-Foster, and Tobe Por-
ter. 4. Special Achievement; Rotary, re-
furbishment of the American Legion
Bldg. , City of Port Orford, outfall com-
pletion and the Heritage Society, refur-
bishment of CG Lifeboat. 5. Lifetime
Achievement; Frank Smith, Viola Cuatt,
and George Gehrke.

The banquet will take place from 6:30
pm until 8 pm and will feature a choice of
Roast Pork or Fresh Fish entrees. There
will also be other awards. Tickets are
available at the Visitor’s Center or by
calling and leaving a message at 332-
8055.



SCOTT’S PUMPS
(Formerly Oregon Pump)
“Fix it, don’t pitch it!”

572 14th St. Port Orford, OR

(541) 332-0933
Installation, Design & Repair

Call Scott for Info!

ccb# 62652, cpi# 175

LEWIS EXCAVATION
All phases of site development

Underground Utilities  Lot Clearing
Septic Systems  Home Sites

Neil Lewis, Owner/Operator
CC# 161644

(541) 991-0032
(541) 332-0165

P.O. Box 908
Port Orford, Oregon 97465

DOC'S TACOS
253-6899
new winter hours

11:00am - 6:00pm
Monday through Friday

(when weather permits)

Bring this ad for
10% OFF

next to The Savoy Theater

God’s Green Earth Nursery

Now carries “Seed Savers”
heirloom vegetable &

flower seeds

Come by for the first pick of
our large seed inventory.

551 19th Street Port Orford
541-332-0880

Come in and
Storm Watch

while enjoying a hot
Home-Made Meal!
Gypsy’s Café
& Dock Tackle

490 Dock Road  (541) 332-8985
Open 7 Days a Week

City Council Meets
The Port Orford City Council meets on
Tuesday, January 17, 7:00pm, in the city
hall council chambers. City Hall is closed
on January 16 to observe the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday.

Also closed in observance of the King
Holiday are the postal service, banks and
credit unions, schools, and county, state
and federal government offices.

Head Start Enrollment
South Coast Head Start is recruiting pre-
schoolers for Fall enrollment. Head Start
is encouraging parents to apply now for
the 2006-07 school year. The program,
which serves low-income children and
families in Coos and Curry Counties, is
currently filling classes for the upcom-
ing school year in June. Applications are
accepted year-round for the free pre-
school program. However, space is lim-
ited, and available slots fill quickly. Chil-
dren will be considered for placement in
the program based on age, income, and
other factors.

Head Start is a comprehensive social
service and preschool program provided
at no cost to income-eligible children
and families. Head Start provides family
services, health and nutrition screenings,
and a quality preschool environment.
Parent involvement is welcomed and
supported in classrooms.

Project Grad Fundraisers
Project Graduation has upcoming fund-
raisers for the Drug and Alcohol Free
Night. The New to You Sale/Car Wash
(weather permitting) will be held on Jan-
uary 21 from 9:00am to 3:00pm at Drift-
wood School. Please drop off gently
used items at Driftwood from 4:00-
7:00pm on Friday January 20. If you
would like to have items picked up call
Brenda Bowman at 332-8001, Maureen
Wayne at 253-6230, or Virginia Hughes
at 347-2785.

Also remember to save your store re-
ceipts from Ray’s Place Market and
Price’N’Pride stores. We receive one
percent of sale. Please drop off your
receipts at the schools or the Post Office.

Square Dance Lessons
The Beachcomber’s Square Dance Club
is starting a new class for those interested
in learning to square dance. Instructor
Colleen Quigley from Coquille will teach
each Thursday evening from 6:30-
8:00pm at the Beachcomber’s Cove on
Nicholson Drive. Square dancing is a
fun, healthy and mind stretching activi-
ty. The music is good and the friendship
involved is exceptional. Once you can
square dance you will be able to find a
group dancing in almost any area where
you might be traveling or visiting friends

Interested parents can call 888-3717 or
1-800-628-9629 to apply. Head Start
information and applications can also be
accessed at the South Coast Head Start
web page, www.schs.net. For those who
prefer to drop off or mail applications,
packets can be picked up at participating
businesses, community agencies and lo-
cal Head Start sites.

or relatives. If you are looking for a new
hobby, committed to getting in shape or
just bored with television come out and
give it a try. The first lesson is free and
you don’t need a partner to take lessons.
For more info call Molly at 332-0339.



Joyce Spicer Kinney ........... 253-6198
Ed Beck ............................... 332-2046
Sara Clark ........................... 253-6888
Frank Cali ........................... 332-8265
Susan Eastman .................... 332-1700

Betty Sejlund, Principal Broker
Contact us at (541) 332-9463

www.neaththewind.com

‘Neath
The Wind

Realty,
Inc.

McNair True Value Hardware
Help is just around the corner

1935 N. Oregon St., Port Orford
(541) 332-3371

Feed  Fencing
Pet Supplies

Carhart Work Clothes
Sheepskin Specialties

Culverts & Gates

Just South of Bandon
(541) 347-4356

/$10
20-lb. Wild Bird Food
Economical, general purpose mix
has the proper ingredients to at-
tract a variety of colorful birds.

Includes millet, sunflower, wheat,
cracked corn and ground corn
Added vitamins and minerals help
birds through winter months

While supplies last

It’s not too late to spray
your fruit trees…Organic
Hort & Drom Spray at

God’s Green Earth
Nursery

551 19th Street,
Port Orford

541-332-0880

3

First 2006 Baby
Surrounded by baskets of toys, baby prod-
ucts and other gifts, first-time mom Bra-
di Shanks of Brookings congratulates
her newborn, Josiah Xavier Shanks, the
Curry General Hospital First Baby of the
Year. Gail Giles, left, president of the
Curry General Hospital Auxiliary, and
Ginny Hochberg, CEO, right, presented
Shanks and Josiah with their new baby
booty during their hospital stay, Friday,
Jan. 6. Josiah was born at 10:40 a.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 4, weighing in at 6
pounds, 11 ounces.

Shanks says a lot of people may recog-
nize her as the Brookings Subway lady
because that’s where she is employed.
She says he is not sure when she will be
able to return to work. Josiah is the
grandchild of Karen Shanks and Paul
Sayurin of Honolulu. Jody Shanks of
Brookings is the proud auntie.

Flu Vaccine Available
The Curry County Health Department
still has a small amount of state flu vac-
cine available to the public.

Hike Postponed
Curry General Hospital’s Sole Pursuits
night hike and star-gazing activities, orig-
inally set for January 7, has been post-
poned until Saturday, Jan. 14, due to
travel difficulties and inclement weath-
er, announced Cathy Boden.

Rainfall Report
23.18 inches of rain fell in the month of
December as measured by DeBoyd
Smith, a resident along Sixes River Road.
This total beats the 2004 rainfall for
December which was 19.71 inches but
falls short of 2003 (27.62 inches) and
2002 (28.75 inches). The season to date
as of December 31, 2005 stood at 47.16
inches of rain.

Onis Junior Hathorn
A memorial service will be held for Onis
Junior Hathorn on Thursday, January
12, 2:00pm, at the Zion Lutheran Church
in Port Orford. The church is located at
2015 Washington Street. A gathering in
the fellowship hall will be held immedi-
ately following the service.

Boden invites all hikers and those curi-
ous about winter constellations, to meet
at 7 p.m., at Battle Rock State Park
Visitors Center in Port Orford. If skies
are overcast at that time, the walk will be
postponed again until Saturday, Jan. 21.

For a schedule of Sole Pursuits, check
out the Curry General Hospital Health
Network website at www.curryhealth
network.com, and click on Sole Pursuits.
Boden can be contacted at the email
address: solepursuits@curryhealth
network.com.

The cost of the vaccine is $15, which
covers the administration fee. Please call
your local health department regarding
availability of the vaccine. In Port Or-
ford the phone number for the Health
Department is 332-4041.



Pampered Pooches
Dog Grooming
County Dog Licenses

332-0520 For Appointment

The Cat’s Meow
Vacation Cottage

Quaint, comfortable, affordable
503 Jackson St.  (866) 503-5003

80’ to beach access
All reservations made in advance.

Continued on next page

Remember 332-8601

The Crazy Norwegians
11:30am-7:00pm Daily

Marionberry Pie
& Coffee

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS are $3.50 for the
first 25 words or less, and 10¢ each addi-
tional word (if any.) Our normal deadline
for submission is 3:00pm Tuesday to be
in that Thursday’s paper. Downtown Fun
Zone, Inc., 832 Hwy 101, Box 49, Port
Orford, OR 97465 (541) 332-6565.

REAL ESTATE & RENTALS

SISKIYOU COAST REALTY We are
still having a great selling season. Our
listings are almost all sold. We need more
properties to sell. Free broker price opin-
ion. Call Sandra for knowledgable honest
service. (541) 332-7777.

C.A. SMITH REAL ESTATE, We’ll
help you buy a property. We’ll help you
sell a property. We specialize in the Port
Orford and Gold Beach area. Call us
today (541) 332-4132, located on the
corner of Hwy 101 and Washington St.

LITTLE HOUSE @ Paradise Pt- vaca-
tion cabin. 90 year old original home-
stead cozy cabin, sleeps up to 4. On
Garrison Lake, secluded, w/prvt beach
access. Pets welcome w/deposit, non
smoking. Rates for daily, weekly or
monthly. (800) 987-4946.

NEED A SELLER AGENT only? Ed
Beck ‘Neath the Wind Realty, Inc. 332-
9463. Unsure but considering? Talk to Ed
at Timeworn Treasures. 332-2046.

FOR RENT: LEASE/OPTION; Newly
constructed house in town; 3 bed, 2 bath,
double car garage, almost 1500 sf;
$875.00/month plus deposit; no smok-
ing, no pets; call BandonRentals @347-
1876.

FOR RENT 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
Lakefront home. Minute walk to beach.
Call (541) 290-9857.

ON THE LAKE secluded 3 bedroom 2
bath house. 2 car garage. No pets. No
smoking. $850 mo. Call 332-5044.

FOR RENT: 3 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 bath
in town, close to library, city hall. New
carpet, new linoleum, dishwasher, lawn
mower provided. No pets, No smoking.
$625.00 a month plus a $500.00 security
deposit with excellent references. Please
call (541) 472-1852 or (541) 659-3518.
Available Feb. 1st.

RENTALS: “ANCHOR INN Trailer
Court.” 557 9th St. Port Orford has trail-
ers for rent $360.00 to $425.00 monthly
and R.V. Spaces $275.00 monthly. Quiet
downtown location near beach includes:
water, sewer, garbage, cable and laundry.
(541) 821-3003.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 820-B Jack-
son 2BR 1 bath laundry $750.00 month
includes water garbage basic cable 621-
8120 855-1477.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 816-A
Jackson 2BR 2 bath laundry $660.00
month 621-8120 855-1477 includes wa-
ter garbage basic cable.

SERVICES

PORT ORFORD COUNSELING
Christine Richardson Ph.D. Specializing
in depression, anxiety and stop smoking.
(541) 332-0381.

KEY’Z LOCKSMITH SERVICE –
keys, installations, repairs, locks opened.
Auto, home, business. Bonded 332-7404.

INTERNET FOR LESS!! Briskweb,
Inc. Serving Port Orford Northward.
Unlimited usage, nationwide dialup. Great
for traveling. $16.00/Monthly. http://
www.briskweb.net 332-1337.

THE GURU IS IN! Here’s a computer
technology expert who can deliver what
you need. Set-up to overhaul, desktop to
network, web page to database, tutoring
to training, friendly ‘techie’ at your ser-
vice. Scotty 332-0530.

IF YOU’RE NOT SELLING your prod-
ucts or services online, you are ignoring
over 100 million potential customers! Find
out what a website can do for you. Call
Judy at JT dataworks today. 253-6868.

LOCAL COMPUTER TECH! Friendly
and knowledgeable with good reputation.
Tutoring, computer repair, networking
(Cisco trained), house calls, will travel.
Reasonable rates. Call James 332-1337.

MOBILE MECHANIC. Domestic and
Import car, truck, van, general repair, gas
engines only. Carburetor rebuilding, elec-
trical wiring on vehicles and trailers. Also
small engine repair on chainsaws, mow-
ers, compressors, brush cutters, and chip-
pers, water pumps, etc. Asplan 12” & 16”
tree chipper knife replacement. On site
repair. 40 years experience. Local refer-
ences. John 332-0798 or Cell (541) 260-
4197.

RETIRED PLUMBER 35 years experi-
ence looking for part-time work. 348-
2195.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE!
Free estimates! Blue Sky Tree Service
(541) 347-7400.
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Seaweed Natural
Grocery & Café

Store Hours: Mon-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5
Café Hours:  Mon-Fri. 10-3
832 Hwy 101, Port Orford 332-3640

THE WOODEN NICKELTHE WOODEN NICKELTHE WOODEN NICKELTHE WOODEN NICKELTHE WOODEN NICKEL
New Store Hours

Mon. thru Fri. .... 8:00am - 5:00pm
Sat & Sun ......... 9:00am - 5:00pm

www.oregonmyrtlewood.com
1205 Oregon St. (541) 332-5201

Mmmmm...
TACOS!

DOC'S TDOC'S TDOC'S TDOC'S TDOC'S TACOSACOSACOSACOSACOS
Next to The Savoy Theater

Arizona Beach Motel
Clean, Quiet Rooms

Plenty of room for boats
(541) 332-1001  Milepost 313

Across from Prehistoric Gardens
ArizonaBeachLodge.com

B & L Photography
Action-Portrait-Wedding-School

2066 Sherman Ave., North Bend, OR 97459
541-888-4311  541-217-3023
www.blphotographystudio.com

LOST & FOUND

ONE LIGHT GRAY and yellow cock-
atiel named Piccatue missing! Very dis-
tinctive markings. Reward! Contact
Donny or Deana Goforth.

LOST DOG: Black & tan female. Named
Shadow. Rott / Lab mix. About 60lbs.
Real sweet. “Looking for her mommy”.
Call Colleen 332-1115.

MISCELLANEOUS

RED HAT GIFTS going fast 50% off
until gone. God’s Green Earth Nursery
551 19th Street, Port Orford 541-332-
0880.

CLOTHING SUPER SALE 25% off all
clothing (Except new clothing & Socks)
at Now & Then Port Orford Mercantile.

TRADITIONAL CHINESE Medicine
formulas available for cold, lung support,
joint / tendon, prostate, hepatitus c, car-
diac, sleep, cholesterol. Sea Breeze 332-
0445.

MINI STORAGE/U-HAUL. 200+ stor-
age units, 150+ climate controlled. Air-
port-U-Stor, across from Ocean Spray
347-4356.

PANTS WITH JACKET 30% off. 
Build an outfit and save at Now & Then
Port Orford Mercantile.

MAKE THE SWITCH & SAVE! No
Contract. No Commitment! Get unlim-
ited Internet access. Only $9.95 month.
Sign up today. 1-888-769-7003, or visit
www.imbris.com/ coastspecial.

120MIN PHONE CARDS are back in
stock at the Downtown Fun Zone! $5.99
each.

BELL OF THE BALL Holiday and
Party duds 30 % off at Now & Then Port
Orford Mercantile.

NEW MOVIES THIS WEEK: “Red
Eye”, “Transporter 2”, “The Chumscrub-
ber”, “Hustle and Flow”, “The Constant
Gardener”, “Dirty Deeds”, “Saraband”
and “Missing in America”. New movies
being released next Tuesday include “Lord
of War”, “Underclassmen” and “Two for
the Money”. Please remember items are
due back by 3:30pm the next business
day. Reservations must be prepaid so
cannot be taken over the phone. Down-
town Fun Zone, Inc. Open 9:30-6 Mon-
Thurs and 9:30-7 Friday and Saturday.
Closed Sundays.

STORAGE: New 10x20 Shorepine Stor-
age. 332-2046. Clean fill dirt also wanted.
(858) 229-5670.

NEW SOCK ORDER, arriving Friday
at Now & Then Port Orford Mercantile.

SAMME’S LAUNDRY SERVICE
wash and fold $1.00 a pound. Comfort-
ers, blankets, sleeping bags, tablecloths,
shirts, pants, etc. Wash and press dry
cleaning and alterations. Tuesday thru
Friday 9am – 3pm 347-9493. After hours
drop box available.

COMPACT FLASH AND SD Cards for
digital cameras, USB Flash Drives now
available at The Downtown Fun Zone,
Inc. 332-6565.

IT’S TIME TO RESERVE your Fruit &
Ornamental trees. There are too many to
list, but we have a detail inventory sheet
with prices and sizes available. God’s
Green Earth Nursery 551 19th Street, Port
Orford (541) 332-0880.

BIG OL’ SALE Smorgasbord of bar-
gains at Seaweed (in the Funzone
stripmall.)

NAVAJO JEWELRY, new arrival at
Now & Then Port Orford Mercantile.

WILL TRADE: My high quality 2 year
old, like new loveseat and ottoman for
your day-bed with pop-up trundle of simi-
lar value and condition. Or you can buy
my items for $400.00. 332-9043.

DOWNSIZING SALE - 5 shelf oak/
veneer book case $45; 3 shelf pine book
case $20; Solid oak chest of drawers
$150; Brass table lamps(2) $15 ea; Solid
oak coffee and 2 end tables $150; 9”
Craftsman drill press $75; Forstner bits
$7.50 ea.; Doembecher 3pc antique bed-
room set $350; obo on all. (541) 332-
8899.

FOR SALE: Douglas Fir wood $150.00
per cord – delivered. 332-1152.

Continued on back cover
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HELLEBORUS, LENTEN ROSE are
now in bloom at Creighton Plants and
Supplies, 325 16th St. 332-0140.

FREE TO GOOD HOME Male border
collie, very sweet & friendly, 5 years old.
Has all shots and is neutered. 332-7004 or
332-5024.

FOLKDANCING in Port Orford. Starts
Sunday, Jan. 15th at 6:00pm at the Senior
Center. No partners needed. For more
info call Vicki 332-0950.

I HAVE A DREAM, that one day there
will be free banana splits at the Triangle
Square parking lot.

County Commissioners Report
By Molly Cooley

Curry County Commissioners held a spe-
cial meeting with the Fair Board on
Monday January 9. The entire volunteer
Board was in attendance. Commissioner
Ralph Brown, who is a Fair Board Mem-
ber, began the discussion with a summa-
ry of the current situation.

The Fair Manager, Tom Amsden, who
has been working half time, resigned,
and will not be working after next week.
The Fair Board needs an interim person
to keep the office open while they go
through a formal hiring process. They
want to get a loan from the County Gen-
eral Fund so that they can eventually hire
a full time director. The County Fair, as
a week long event, has shrinking reve-
nues. The Fair Board recognizes that a
full time manager is needed to develop a
year round schedule of revenue generat-
ing events. All the money the Board
made this year has gone into building
maintenance, so they have no money left
to spend on running events and pro-
grams.

Sharon Mitchell, Fair Board Chair, de-
scribed some of what the Board members

Port Commission Meets
The Port of Port Orford Commission
meets on Thursday, January 19, 7:00pm,
in the city hall council chambers.

Senior Center News
The Port Orford Senior Center has many
things going on including a walking group
which meets at the Center on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday mornings at
8:00am. The Tai Chi class meets on
Friday mornings from 8:00-10:00am.

You can get your blood pressure taken
every Tuesday from 9:30am-12:30pm.

The TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensi-
bly) group meets each Monday at 9:30am
and 6:00pm.

The rummage sale will be held on Satur-
day, January 21, from 10:00am-1:00pm.

The nutrition meeting is on Tuesday,
January 31 at 10:30am with the monthly
meeting and lunch from 11:00am-1:00pm
that day.

The Senior Center and office is open
Monday through Friday from 9:30am-
3:30pm. The coffee’s always on and you
are welcome.

learned while attending this year’s Ore-
gon Fair Association. She said that Jose-
phine Co. has over 1500 events each year
at their Fair Grounds compared to be-
tween 40 and 50 at Curry County’s facil-
ities. She said, “We are missing the boat
by not using our Equestrian Facilities for
horse shows.” The Fair Grounds in Alba-
ny has an equestrian event every week in
the year, and they generate revenue for
the whole community. Mitchell said hav-
ing our equestrian facility right next to a
beach was unique in the state. Board
members were advised by other Fair
Boards to take advantage of the opportu-
nity to offer beach rides during equestri-
an events.

The Fair Board agreed that the Fair
Grounds should be seen as an economic
development opportunity. They said they
needed more accurate information about
how much it cost to operate each build-
ing, so that they could gauge how much
to charge in rent. Their last in depth
business plan was done seven years ago,
and, even at that time, there was an
estimated two million dollars worth of
deferred maintenance on the Fair Ground
buildings.

Board Member Linda James said that in
the past when the Fair had a full time
director there was also an office assistant
on staff. This enabled the Director to get
out into the community to make contacts
and get sponsorships while the assistant
answered phones, did mailings and han-
dled walk-in requests.

Commissioner Schafer said the Fair
Board should come up with a specific
proposal about how much money they
needed to borrow from the General Fund.
County Finance Manager, Ken McCann
told the Commissioners that the Fair
Board needed help in clarifying their
expenses and revenues before they could
come up with either a loan proposal or a
new Business Plan. It was agreed that
McCann and County Counsel, Jerry
Herbage, would attend the Fair Board

meeting on Tuesday evening to assist
them in their work.

In other business, the Commissioner’s
heard an explanation from Dave Pratt,
Planning Director of a letter he had writ-
ten to the Brookings City Commission in
answer to questions they had raised about
the Harbor Annexation activities. The
Commissioners approved the letter with
minor changes.

Commissioner Shafer brought up a sug-
gestion she had received that the county
explore creating an Urban Renewal Dis-
trict in South County to help with storm
water drainage issues. Pratt said that he
had considerable experience with Urban
Renewal projects and would be happy to
help her investigate the possibilities fur-
ther.


